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Dear Member and Reader, 

there is movement in the incubation industry. The national incubation association of USA has changed name to 

INBIA reflecting its international orientation and at the same time opened doors for membership of accelerators 

and co-working spaces. Cooperation with these types of startup services also was topic of the last conference of 

ADT. The German association also changed its name – we have to get used to BVID. The move to understand incu-

bation, acceleration, and co-working as complementary offers was overdue. Entrepreneurs and startups have dif-

ferent and changing needs on their path from business idea to company growth 

    
Africa Seed Program brings Entrepreneurship Hubs to Africa 

 

 

Eneger Efficienca 

The Africa Seed Program of “Impact Hub” is sponsored 

by the SIEMENS Foundation, the BMW Foundation, 

starting and operating successful business incubators. 

The program selected local teams committed to using 

business and the Argidius Foundation and 

began in 2014 to call for proposals 

to build Entrepreneurship Hubs in 

sub-Saharan Africa. Proposals 

were selected based on a set of 

criteria, 
 

business principles to help break the 

cycle of donor dependency and foster 

innovation and entrepreneurship.  

“Locally focused but globally connect-

ed” is the motto of the global network 

of criteria including a sustainable business model, a dedi-

cated and experienced team, and the successful involve-

ment of local communities – well know criteria for  

starting 

 of “Impact Hub” that is today linking some 75 hubs in 

49 countries on 5 continents - and some 20 more Impact 

Hubs are in preparation,                  … continued on page 6 … 

  
EXIST goes international – Israel as first partner 

In autumn this year "EXIST Start-up Germany "starts 

goes international with a pilot phase.  Since 2007 EXIST 

promotes technology-based start-ups from science insti-

tutions. Now, the program expands to include an interna-

tional component, "EXIST Start-up Germany".  

 

 

Successful applicants will receive a 

grant of up to € 150,000 over a peri-

od of 12 months. The program is led 

by Centre for Entrepreneurship at the 

Technical University Berlin (CE TU 

Berlin) For the beginning (pilot phase), the program is aimed at 

young founders from Israel, who want to start their busi-

ness in Berlin. The program will support selected teams 

during the application process for the EXIST program. 

Berlin) and right from the beginning the other four uni-

versities of the city join: Free University of Berlin, Hum-

boldt University of Berlin, and University of the Arts 

Berlin and at Potsdam University.    … continued on page  2  

   
Africa Technology Summit    Global Entrepreneurship Week 2015 

 

The African Technology Summit 

(ATS 2015) aims to be-

come the annual technology event 

for Africa and bring together the 

who- 

 The Global Entrepreneur-

ship Week this year will be 

held November 11-16. 

Check the website  for 

events 
 

.  who-is-who of the African technology ecosystem. 

More information see ATS 2015 website 

 events planned your city , region, or country 

Global Entrepreneurship Week - Countries 

   
 

http://afritech.com/
http://www.gew.co/list-countries
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EXIST goes international – Israel as first partner 

… continues from page 1 … The director of CE TU Berlin, 

Agnes von Matuschka, sees “The importance of startup 

capital Berlin growing in Europe, shown by the rising 

amounts of venture capital available”, and she continued 

“we want to learn, among other things from the founding 

spirit of the Israelis and link the networks”.  

Israel does not have a government program like EXIST, 

that supports the creation of projects of students and 

scientists with direct involvement of universities. The 

Israeli market - due to the size of the country - is very 

small, but the VC scene in Israel is larger than, for exam-

ple, in Germany. Access to early-stage seed money is 

relatively easy and most Israeli startups are focusing on 

the US market. The possibility of entering the European 

market through Berlin can be seen as a promising option.  

Not only economic and scientific aspects are considered 

in the new cooperation. Also cultural aspects play a role. 

"Many Israelis, including myself, have roots in Germany  

or Europe," said Yael Biran, a startup entrepreneur from 

Israel at a press meeting. "We share a common vision, 

work together and the two countries are showing a grow-

ing stronger interest in each other. The combination of 

our different mentalities seems to work well.” 

International teams often bring more innovative ideas, a 

better understanding of target audiences, and an extension 

of networks. "We want to create an atmosphere in which 

founders in international teams can learn from each other 

and thrive together", said Matuschka.  EXIST Start-up 

Germany, initially for two years, includes the develop-

ment of an on-line application platform and a road show 

in Israel in order to reach the target group on the spot. 

More about the program is available on website  

The official application process starts in October – do not 

miss the date, subscribe to the newsletter  

Contact: Agnes von Matuschka, email 

SDO Profile. Center for Entrepreneurship   
    First 10 Companies start in first Fintech Accelerator of Switzerland 

 October 5, 2015 is the date when 

the first ten companies start to work 

in the accelerator Fusion, the first 

fintech accelerator of Switzerland.  

start-ups to be mentored without any upfront equity stake. 

The first call of Fusion resulted in more than 100 applica-

tions to join the program. The selection process resulted 

in a group of 10 companies: 4 from Switzerland and six 

Fusion was launched in February 2015 by Polytech Ven-

tures, an early stage VC firm based in Lausanne, Switzer-

land at EPF and with a permanent presence in the Silicon 

Valley. Fusion brings together a broad group of stake-

holders to provide resources, mentoring, technology and 

legal consulting. Close cooperation with academic part-

ners secures access to latest technological development.  

The approach of Fusion is based on a multi-sector and 

multi-partner approach, and provides the opportunity for 

from other countries (Bulgaria, China, Luxemburg, Neth-

erlands, Poland, and Singapore). The products of the 

selected companies range from a mobile app to democra-

tize wealth management services in China through pay-

ment security, insurance, big data analysis, a peer-to-peer 

loans app, and risk and valuation software for institution-

al investors to a wearable wrist veins biometric device for  

making authentication more secure and less cumbersome.  

Contact: email ; SDO Profile:  Fusion 

  Doing Business in Fragile States - the 3rd annual IGNITE conference 

SPARK invites to attend the 3rd annual IGNITE! confer-

ence. Entitled “Doing Business in Fragile States”, the 

conference will be held on Nov 11, 2015 in Amsterdam. 
IGNITE! aims to inspire people to see entrepreneurship  

with government and academic back-

grounds will set the tone for the confer-

ence with keynote speeches UNDP, 

World Bank, Cambridge University, 

WEF, as a powerful force to transform fragile and conflict states 

into prosperous, secure societies. The conference will 

celebrate creativity and innovation in an endeavor to 

drive economic growth and expand human welfare.  

Keynote speakers from the private and non-profit sectors 

WEF, Virgin Unite and IFC together with SPARK 

will organize several specialized discussion based work-

shops. The detailed program soon be will made available 

on the conference website 

Contact: SPARK email SDO Profile: SPARK 

. 

 

   Doing Startup Sauna Helsinki attracts Startups from other countries 

 As part of touring 20 cities the Startup Sauna Team in 

Vilnius was looking for the best startups in Lithuania by 

holding 

Teams in the accelerator program will attend the Found-

er’s Talk - series as well as receive one-on-one coaching 

holding a free, one-day coach-

ing event in mid-September. To  

regarding their business model, pitching, legal matters, or 

other topics as needed. After the accelerator program the 

select participants for the event online application was 

required and the best 15 were chosen.  By screening and 

inviting startups in so many cities Startup Sauna intends 

to enrich the local startup ecosystems identify the best 

startups for the 5-week accelerator program held in Hel-

sinki, October 12 – November 13, 2015. The program is 

free of charge and Startup Sauna takes no equity. 

best teams will be taken to Silicon Valley to get to know 

the ecosystem, meet potential clients, and visit the most 

prominent VC’s. In addition, all startups accepted to 

Startup Sauna will have free access to the startup confer-

ence Slush (http://www.slush.org/) held November 11-12, 

2015 in Helsinki, Finland. 

Contact: K. Suomalainen  SDP Profile Startup Sauna 

    

http://www.exist.de/EN/Home/home_node.html;jsessionid=FE7E56A19326EC6F0AFC1441849D5A8B
http://existstartupgermany.com/
mailto:agnes.matuschka@tu-berlin.de
mailto:http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2464
mailto:info@fintechfusion.ch
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3065
../../../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.spark-online.org/get-involved/events/ignite-conference-2015/
mailto:spark@spark-online.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3079
http://www.slush.org/
mailto:kasper@startupsauna.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3094
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  The last ADT Conference: Founders’ Capital - Routes of Berlin  
  

 

The Annual ADT Conference in Berlin 

(Sep 20-22, 2015) was held in “IPW, 

Innovation Park Wuhlheide” that started 

in October 1990 as the first business in-

cubator 

The introductory presentations prepared the ground for 

panel discussions with representatives of different 

ecosystem players.  

The panel discussion “Cooperation - Competition – 

cubator in the German “New States”  short after the 

political changes in Europe had allowed re-unification 

of Germany. The site that had been the Ministry for 

Science and Technology of the German Democratic 

Republic began to change its face when the first startup 

companies moved in. Meanwhile IPW has helped more 

Co-Existence” put light into the question if publicly 

financed entrepreneurship support and private sector 

initiatives are complimentary or competing.  Short 

intro introductory statement of three accelerators and a 

science park gave food to the questions involving the 

audience. On the podium were three accelerators with  
than 480 companies and 75 

knowledge based startups 

took off from IPW.  The 

conference center of this 

innovation park now host-

ed annual conference of 

ADT 
 

different approaches: Herby 

Marchetti(ProSieben.Sat.1), 

Tobias Wittich (Rainmaking 

Loft), and Jörg Knäbelein 

(BAYERCoLaborator). Science 

technology parks / incubators 

were 

 
Photo: ADT 

ADT under the headline Founders’ Capital - Routes 

of Berlin and discussing the different approaches for 

supporting new companies to start and grow (from co-

working spaces though incubators to accelerators) with 

the aim to identify the differences and explore coopera-

tion potential for networking and building  Entrepre-

neurship Ecosystems that works.  

were  represented by Gerold Kreuter, managing direc-

tor of Science Park Kassel who described a very com-

prehensive model of startup support.  

Presentations and discussion made clear that very dif-

ferent approaches are needed for serving the needs of 

startups in different fields of market /technology and 

depending on the phases of business development. This 

 
Photo: ADT 

Bertram Dressel, President of ADT in 

his opening speech stressed that the dif-

ferent types of startup support models 

have more communalities then difference 

and cooperation is the needed approach. 

Looking at the public sector he asked for 

result underlined the need for cooperation to build a 

functioning regional entrepreneurship ecosystem. This 

was also stressed by the panel presenting the experi-

ences and views of two startup entrepreneurs Martin 

Ramel (Dexelchem) and Markus Becker (Ecointense) . 

Working in  very different  fields  of  technology  and  

for widening the support for the early stages of devel-

oping a new business. 

 

market both described the 

need for specific support 

Opening the conference Brigitte 

Zypries, Parliamentary State 

Secretary at the German Federal 

Ministry for Economy, found 

encouraging words for the initia-

tives supporting  entrepreneur-

ship   and   urged   attendees   to 
 

Photo: ADT 

that best can be provided 

by support organizations –

incubator or accelerator – 

with specific experiences 

and facilities. 
The second conference day offered parallel workshops 

for qualification and training for managers and teams 

strengthen collaboration: “You are competing to attract 

the same heads”. She drew attention on an actual pro-

gram of the Federal Ministry of Economy: “Neue 

Gründerzeit” (New Era of Founders) putting “the focus 

on a variety of measures, financing options and valua-

ble support for young entrepreneurs.”   

of startup support organizations, especially regarding 

"health management“, „New business Models for incu-

bation centers”, “Green technology Incubation”, and 

“International Activities of the Association.  

The Annual conference traditionally also holds a Gen-

eral Member Assembly. One of the important deci-

sions  

 
Photo: ADT 

Christian Herzog, head of section “Digi-

tal & Service Economy” of “Berlin Part-

ner” described the development of the 

startup sector in Berlin (now 60,000 jobs 

and more than  € 2 billion annual turno-

ver) and the components important for 

this 

sions of the actual assembly was to change the name of 

the association. After 26 years under the ADT logo the 

association now is branded “Bundesverband Deutscher 

Innovations-, Technologie- und Gründerzentren“ (Fed-

eral Association of Innovation, Technology, and 

Startup Centers). The next conferences will be orga-

nized under this name and the recent event  this development. Bernd Holi, Managing 

Director of EFNW Express Fonds Nord-

west, an institute at the University of 

Oldenburg, presented the scientific per-

spective on “accelerators” and elaborated 

on the role of acceleration in the different 
 

Photo: ADT 

 

nized under the 

new name making  

the actual event in the Innovation Park Wuhlheide the 

last “ADT” conference ever.   

For more information see ADT website 

Contact: Ute Jantzen, email  

phases of business development. SDO Profile: Innovationspark Wuhlheide 

    

http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2230
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2858
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2811
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2811
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2709
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3101
http://www.dexlechem.com/
https://www.ecointense.de/de/software-fuer-arbeitssicherheit-und-umweltmanagement.html?gclid=CIDvvcfqlMgCFUccGwodLuQK0A
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3100
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3100
http://www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/edit_asf.php?id=3099&asf=ASO
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=26
mailto:adt@adt-online.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2230
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  TCL-Ludwigshafen - More space for Startups  
  Beginning of July 2015, at the opening of the newly 

built extension of the Technology Centre Ludwigsha-

fen (TCL), the Rhineland-Pfalz Minister of Economy 

meeting facilities and provides additional rental space 

for companies. Cost for the new building (ca. 900,000 

€) was shared by the European Regional Development 

Fund, Eveline Lemke emphasized the importance of the tech-

nology center: "Young technology-oriented companies 

are important for a dynamic, high-growth economy," 

Over the past 20 years 135 companies with some 600 

jobs were established with support from the TCL, 

Ludwigshafen Technology Centre. The Minister named  

Fund ERDF, (ca.  368,000 

€), the State of Rheinland-

Pfalz (209,000 €), the city 

of Ludwigshafen (23,000 

€), and ca. 300,000 € from 

TCL’s own resources 

 the State support to the TCL extension as "visible proof 

of orientation of the State’s Economic Policy towards 

technology and entrepreneurship". The extension al-

lows TCL to open up to additional target groups; ac-

cording to Michael Hanf, TCL CEO, and allows the 

incubators to become a Regional Innovation Centre 

giving impulses to the development of the County. 

The new construction connects the existing buildings 

by providing a new entrances hall with conference and  

The TCL, Technology Centre Ludwigshafen is one of 

the five technology centers in the regional centers of 

the country Rhineland-Pfalz, the state government - 

represented by the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Cli-

mate Protection, Energy and Regional Planning - sup-

ports. Shareholders of TCL are the State (70%) and the 

city of Ludwigshafen (30%). 

Contact: Michael Hanf, email michael.hanf@tz-lu.de  

SDO Profile: Technology Center Ludwigshafen   
    Munich in November 2015: Media-Saturn launches Spacelab 
The first accelerator in Europe for startups in the con-

sumer electronics retail market will take off in Munich 

in November 

for example, Ernst & Young, Service Plan or Payback. 

Condition for participation in Spacelab is a presentable 

and this year. Media-Saturn 

will launch Spacelab 

to 
 

product or business model, a complete founder team 

and relevance for the consumer electronics market. The  

to invest in young companies with consumer electronic 

products and to provide the opportunity to develop 

their products or services in the accelerator’s Hardware 

Lab. 20 weeks are the max time for this development 

work in the accelerator. Mentoring and Coaching is 

provided to accepted startups by experts from the Me-

dia-Saturn management, as well as external partners,  

founder of Idealo, a successful price comparison plat-

form, Martin Sinner, moved to Media-Saturn’s Elec-

tronic Online Group and will take care about Spacelab. 

In November the first cohort of five companies move 

in with an initial investment of EURO 30,000 each.  

After that twice a year 5 new startups will be selected. 

Contact: Oliver Niggemeier email;  Profile: Spacelab   

  Green Entrepreneurs Network in Denmark 
Greenhouse Zealand supports companies “to turn chal-

lenges into opportunities”. Targeted advice based on an 

market or still in an early stage.  

The offer includes access to the FabLab facilities and  
analysis of the client’s strengths an potential covers all 

needed areas, may it be finance, innovation, manage-

ment 
 

the prototype workshop in 

Risø as well as sparring 

and ment, sales, marketing and internationalization. 

Part of the initiatives of Greenhouse Zealand is a focus 

on green technologies and entrepreneurship. In Sep-

tember 2013 the “Green Entrepreneur” initiative start-

ed to create a growth environment for green companies 

in Denmark; to provide access to relevant knowledge 

and exciting prototype facilities. This initiative targets 

all entrepreneurs, companies and individuals with a 

green product or idea, no matter if already in the mar-

ket 

 
 

 

 

and technical assistance. The option to use DTU's test 

and demonstration facilities includes access to grants 

and financing through information on funding oppor-

tunities as well as cooperation with investors. Also 

part of the program are access to office space, cooper-

ation with research institutes, a nationwide mentor 

network and partnership with established companies. 

Contact: Randi Terp, email  

SDO profile: Growth Factory Vordingborg  

  Stay overnight - Growth Factory Bornholm 
The island Bornholm is famous for its natural beauty, 

food (just think about the Bornholm Salmon) and tour-

ism 

companies to boost growth and export.  

Besides business development the Growth Factories 
ism. But this is not all. 

Bornholm also home of a 

“Growth Factory” in 

Nexo called “Bright Park   

actively supports social and professional communities 

with other business owners, both on the island and with 

other Growth Factories Zealand. 

And if you do not want to work in this creative envi-

ronment a wide range of professions meet and work together 

creating a network that helps complementing capabili-

ties of its members. Combined with facilities made 

available and targeted advice the Bright Park helps 

ronment, but just feel the spirit and enjoy the island 

you can stay in one of the 23 hostel rooms, fully 

equipped with a small kitchen 

Contact: Jeanett Lund email; Profile : Bright Park  

    

mailto:michael.hanf@tz-lu.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=772
mailto:info@ms-spacelab.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3055
mailto:rte@vhsj.dk
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2381
mailto:info@brightparkbornholm.dk
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3102
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th

 Late Shift (Spätschicht) on Tour 
  Spätschicht (late shift) is an events series by Gründer-

szene, a leading online magazine for startups in Ger-

many. 

 

Only a group of 

handpicked guests 

receiving a personal  
Small talk, big 

business – that’s 

the 
 

invitation will be granted access to a late shift event. 

Berlin, Munich, Cologne and Hamburg have become 

the idea of this successful networking initiative.  

It is allowing exclusive guests to converge at an unusu-

al location, and enjoy a chilled and animated evening 

to feed the network with new ideas. Spätschicht gives 

founders, investors and business angels the chance to 

network and exchange ideas. 

magnets for international talents and investors’ interest 

with plenty of room for ongoing growth and potential. 

The next events are in Berlin on October 08, 2015, and 

December 15, 2015 

Contact:  Judith Kühn, email  

SDO Profile: Gründerszene  

    XX Call for Applications for the D2T Start Cup in Italy 

  D2T Start Cup, the Business Award for Innovation is 

an opportunity to win the prize of 5,000 Euros in each 

of the three categories “Mechatronics”, “Green Tech-

nologies”, and “Digital Tourism”. Winners also will 

ager” to follow the banking needs, as well as access to 

the Startup Academy and dedicated coaching.  

This is the eighths edition of the D2T Start Cup that 

since its start saw 215 business projects, presented by 

benefit from free coaching for three months provided 

by Dana Technology Center Mechatronics, the Pro-

ject Manufactory Greenhouse and Trentino Mar-

keting 
 

more than 400 young 

people.  67% of the win-

ning projects have be-

come ing. The winners also will participate at the national 

final called "National Award for Innovation 2015”, 

promoted by the “Italian Association of University 

Incubators and Business Plan Competitions.” 

Additionally Unicredit Start Lab will provide one of 

the winners with a mentor chosen among professional 

partners of UniCredit innovation, a "relationship man-

ager. 

come a startup company.  

Applications for the Enterprise Innovation D2T Start 

Cup had to be registered online. The official award 

ceremony will be held by the end of November.  

More information about D2T Start Cup 

SDO Profile: Project Manufactory Greenhouse 
 SDO Profile: PNICube  

    Successful visit of ADT Work Group BioParks to Leiden Bio Science Park 
  The ADT BioPark Work Group visited the BioParks in 

Vienna (2913) and Zurich (2014). This year the work 

group in September travelled to "Leiden Bio Science 

Park" in the Netherlands. 

 

 

 All participants did not only enjoy the excellent 

weather and the historic city of Leiden, but benefitted 

from visiting research institutions and companies in 

the science park. 

The Leiden Bio Science Park is jointly supported by the 

city, University, and the Chamber of Commerce, Agri-

culture. On an area of 110 hectare 85 companies are 

working with 3,500 employees as well as academic insti-

tutions and training centers with 2,600 employees. The 

visiting group, under the lead of Thomas Diefenthal, 

CEO 

This article is 

based on a report 

in the ADT XING 
blog 

Photo: ADT Work 

Group 
 

CEO of BioPark Regensburg and Speaker of the ADT 

Work Group, included 7 CEOs of German biotechnology 

parks and Bertram Dressel, President of the ADT.  

 

Contact: Thijs de Kleer, email   

Contact: Thomas Diefenthal, email   

SDO Profile: BioPark Leiden 

 Slush - Calling the international Entrepreneurship Community to Helsinki 
  Slush is one of the largest events entrepreneurs, startups 

and the ecosystem around them - a “focal point for en-

trepreneurs and tech talent to meet with top-tier interna-

tional 

Slush is organized by a non-profit community that 

also backing the successful accelerator / co-working 

space Startup Sauna and is put together by  

 

investors, executives 

and media.” This 

year Slush takes 

place Nov 11-12 - as  

 

local entrepreneurs, professional music festival or-

ganizers and students. The initiative is aimed at creat-

ing the right ecosystem for the next generation of 

great companies to succeed on a global level. Slush  

usual in Helsinki, Finland and – as usual in Possibly this 

event cannot offer the warmest weather (November is 

wintery cold in Helsinki), but in 2014 more than 14,000 

participants including 2,300 companies attended.  Possi-

bly, the Finish Sauna helps with overcoming the cold air 

outside and heating up discussions and negotiations?! 

 

 

brings the relevant investors and companies to the 

same place and makes sure that the right companies 

meet the right investors in one-on-one meetings.  

Registration and tickets through website 

Contact: Slush Team email  

SDO Profile Startup Sauna  

    
 

mailto:info@spaetschicht-event.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3028
http://www.premiod2t.it/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3051
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=192
https://www.xing.com/communities/groups/adt-bundesverband-5964-1036873
https://www.xing.com/communities/groups/adt-bundesverband-5964-1036873
mailto:Thijs.de.Kleer@leidenbiosciencepark.nl
mailto:th.diefenthal@biopark-regensburg.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3030
https://tickets.slush.org/#/shop/conference
mailto:hello@slush.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3094
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  New Health Tech Accelerator in Washington DC Area 
  The new Relevant Health is a health tech accelerator 

program for young companies launching products that 

will positively impact the future of health. This five- 

month program brings together a cohort of 8-10 compa-

nies 

of $50,000, use of a purpose-built 4,500 square foot 

co-work space, mentorship, software development 

support, and other resources.  

Competitive applicants should show a strong found-

ing nies to develop and scale their products. One of the goals 

is to recruit a few companies from outside the US to join 

the program, providing them with the opportunity to 

develop a foothold in the US market while making their  

ing team, an 

idea that can be 

turned into an 

actual product 

in products market-ready. 

 Entry to Relevant Health  is via a competitive applica-

tion process, with selected companies giving an 8% 

equity stake in their company to participate in the pro-

gram. Participation in Relevant Health includes a stipend 

 

in five months, and  willingness to learn what it takes 

to position and execute a market-ready health tech 

product.  

Contact: Richard A. Bendis 

SDO Profile: Relevant Health; , More information 

:        EBN goes Global 
  With three official representative offices EBN, the Euro-

pean Business and Innovation Center Network is expand-

ing its services. The new offices in their countries are 

The aim of this new EBN initiative is to support 

innovative start-ups and SMEs to grow their busi-

nesses safely into new markets, with the guaranteed 

promoters of innovation and en-

trepreneurship innovation centers 

that now take an additional role 

supporting international business  

quality of support offered by the EU|BIC (Business 

and Innovation Centre) label in Europe. 

These three organizations will also act as EBN's local 

offices in their countries and become the “first point 

of activities: 

 China: WUXI China-Europe International Technol-

ogy Transfer Center in Wuxi, China  

 Canada : Réseau Technovation a Candian Technol-

ogy Transfer company located in Saint-Lambert 

 India: Global Business Inroads International Busi-

ness Consultants located in Bangalore  

of contact for organizations within the country inter-

ested in EBN’s support services, membership, tech-

nical training and assistance” as EBN states in a press 

release. And they will “be responsible for promoting 

the uptake of the EU|BIC Quality label to stakehold-

ers within their territory.  

Contact: Claudia Silva  email ; SDO Profile: EBN  

     Grand Final of Startup Maroc will be held in Casablanca 

  Startup Maroc is approaching its grand final for this 

year. After months of numerous events throughout 

the country, for example, Startup Weekends in 12 

cities, October 23 – 25, 2015 the final Startup Maroc 

munities create the conditions for a mature entre-

preneurial ecosystem in Morocco;  

- Spread the culture of innovation at national level 

by promoting entrepreneurship among young peo-

plle Championship will be 

held in Casablanca. 60 

startup finalists will com-

pete 
  

ple and celebrate the  suc-

cess stories to inspire other 

entrepreneurs. 

pete for one of the seven tickets to the upcoming 

international competitions.   60 mentors will help to 

prepare for the final pitches in front of 400 investors 

and media representatives. 

Startup Maroc is a nonprofit organization commit-

ted to promoting a dynamic entrepreneurial culture in 

Morocco through targeted strategic actions: 

- Educate, inspire and connect the new generation 

of young entrepreneurs and facilitate their ac-

cess to the support they need to succeed; 

- Support the growth of startups and help com-

munities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the long term, Startup Morocco aims to play a lead-

ing role in the entrepreneurial scene in Morocco by 

becoming a catalyst at national level to stimulate eco-

nomic development focused on entrepreneurship, job 

creation and innovation around in Morocco.  

To reach this goal Startup Maroc is a member of the 

Network Startup Nation and cooperates with like in-

cluding, for example,  Startup Weekend, Startup Cup, 

Future Agro Challenge, and Creative Business Cup. 

Contact: Ms. Zineb Rharrasse,  email  

Website: Startup Maroc  
  
Africa Seed Program brings Entrepreneurship Hubs to Africa 

 

 

Eneger Efficienca 

… continued from page 1 …       describing themselves as 

“An innovation lab. A business Incubator. A social 

enterprise community center” to offer an “ecosystem 

of resources, inspiration, and collaboration opportu-

nities to grow the positive impact of your work.” 

Now, as part of ten Africa See Program six Impact 

Hubs are opening on the continent: Accra, Ghana; 

Bamako, Mali; Kigali Rwanda, Khartoum, Sudan; 

Kampala, Uganda; Lusaka Zambia, and Harare, Zimba-

bwe.  In Accra Hub Accra is re-branding (see page XX) 

to become part of the program and part of the Impact 

Hub network.  

Contact: Impact Hub Vienna, email 

Website Africa Seed Program  

  

http://www.spice-group.de/actual/?start=0&search=relevant+health#1113
mailto:rbendis@biohealthinnovation.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2968
http://www.biohealthinnovation.org/
mailto:Claudia.silva@ebn.eu
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=82
mailto:zineb.rharrasse@startupmaroc.org
http://www.startupmaroc.org/About-Us-Qui-sommes-nous_a15.html
mailto:vienna.hosts@impacthub.net
http://www.impacthub.net/program/africa-seed-program/
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Views & Facts 

Flat White Index - the ultimate Indicator for Startup Cities 

   There are different global rankings for finding out the 

best place for tech based entrepreneurship. For example, 

the “The Global Startup Ecosystem Ranking” published 

quality urban environments. It is the city that has 

become come the attractor…” Certainly this report 

was not motivated by the same ideas as “The Global 

Startup  by COMPASS in August this year that is ranking the 

startup ecosystems along five components: Perfor-

mance, Funding, Talent, Market Reach, and Startup 

Experience. Main indicators for these components are 

capital, talent, markets (locally and international ac 

cess), and startup experience (availability of mentors 

and experienced entrepreneurs). The result of this rank-

ing is a list of 20 cities with 6 US locations under the 

“top ten” and one more on rank 14. Europe contributes 

4 
 

Ecosystem Ranking”, but 

findings show interesting 

similarities – and differ-

ences.  All but three of the 

twelve cities on the 

Savills list are also among 

the top 20 of the global 

ranking.  Any “conclu-

sion”? It is worth looking 

 cities to this list - only two within the “top ten” that is 

completed by Singapore as the only Asian city. But 

three more cities from Asia are to be found on the lower 

ranks  

The “global real estate services provider Savills plc 

with an international network of more than 600 offices 

and associates around the planet already in February 

2015 published a report “The 12 cities at the forefront of 

global tech” that was driven by the interest in  “the role 

of the city … as a commercial entity. In an industry 

where human interaction, chance meetings, serendipi-

tous collaborations and the free exchange of ideas can 

add so much value, it is notable that people are moving 

away from the single-use environment … toward high-  

at the matter from different perspectives and com-

paring not only results, but also the criteria and 

sources used. 

But now Savills came up with what could be the 

ultimate indicator for the quality of entrepreneurship 

ecosystems: Coffee. In their report “How café cul-

ture can give a tech city its buzz” the ranking is 

made as the “flat white index”, a comparison of 

quality and price of expresso coffee covered with 

white micro-foam. By the way, reading this report 

my lead to the conclusion that the coffee shops of a 

city should be counted as co-working spaces – at 

least if the coffee is good an internet access fast 

enough. 
    Founder Cube in Lübeck doubled Size 

  The home for spin-off companies in the university cam-

pus Lübeck has now been extended.  Initially opened in 

2012, with the “Founder Cube I” (GründerCube I), now 

Campus and with its bright red color appears like a 

lighthouse of entrepreneurship and spin-off compa-

nies from universities. Here is the key forum for  

 

the University 

Lübeck and its 

partners could 

open the extension 

“Founder Cube II” 

in July 2015. Now, 

university students, graduates and employees of the 

University Lübeck and Fachhochschule Lübeck for 

all matters related with starting a spin-off company.  

Currently the GründerCube is home of the UniGrün-

derKlinik of the University and the “Competence  

Center Startup and Management “ of the Fach-

hochschule more space is available for college and university stu-

dents as well as graduates who want to start a spin-off 

company. This extension was made possible by financial 

support from the Possehl Foundation and the non-profit 

Savings Bank Foundation (with € 21,0000 grant in total).  

The GründerCube is located on the BioMedTec Science  

hochschule .17 companies have been successfully set 

up on the  campus since inauguration of  Gründer-

Cube I in 2012; at this time three new startups are 

working in the program. 

Contact: Michaela Baumheier email     

SDO Profile:  GründerCube   
  ISPIM Innovation Forum in Boston – Call for Submissions 

  Two international associations of innovation manage-

ment professionals have joined to organize the “Innova-

tion Forum” in Boston: ISPIM, the International Society 

 Multiple tracks full of thought provoking in-

novation management content  

 Daily excursions to Innovation Clusters 

for Professional Innovation Management and IAOIP, the 

International Association of Innovation Professionals. 
 

 Outstanding network-

ing opportunities 
The forum will be held March 13 – 16, 2015 in partner-

ship with and supported by D'Amore-McKim School of 

Business at Northeastern University. The three-day con-

ference and networking event will include: 

 

 

The Call for Submissions has the deadline of No-

vember 6, 2015. More details are available on the 

conference website   

Contact: Innovation Forum  
  

  

    

http://startup-ecosystem.compass.co/ser2015/
http://www.savills.co.uk/research_articles/188294/186534-0
http://www.savills.co.uk/research_articles/188294/186534-0
http://www.savills.de/pdf-de/tech-cities-note-3---kaffeekultur-buzz.pdf
http://www.savills.de/pdf-de/tech-cities-note-3---kaffeekultur-buzz.pdf
mailto:michaela.baumheier@gruendercube.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3095
http://forum.ispim.org/
mailto:forum@ispim.org
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d  An Unexpected Call To Produce A Framework for Cooperation                  …by Barbara Harley 

  The just-concluded IASP 32
nd

 World Conference was 

hosted by Beijing’s Zhongguancun Science Park and 

held at the huge (290,000m
2)

 China National Convention 

Center.  By all measurements for such events, it was an 

outstanding and successful conference with nearly 500 

attendees and a program filled with informative face-to-

face meetings and significant and thought-provoking 

presentations.   

ing heavily in Iraq but may face difficulties in work-

ing there because of less familiarity with working 

conditions and worker management. Since the Irani-

ans are more used to working in Iraq, they can pro-

vide invaluable HR and technical help in field opera-

tions for the Americans. He then argued that well-

thought-out cooperation could, 1st, overcome opera-

tional difficulties for the Americans; 2nd, improve 

companyIranian  

 

company skills through their greater internationaliza-

tion and valuable technology transfer; and 3
rd

, help 

rebuild Iraq through accelerated cooperation among 

the gas and oil businesses.   

of the latter presentations was the idea presented at 

IASP’s Pitch Session by Mostafa Eghbal, Advisor to the 

President of Isfahan Science and Technology Town 

(ISTT). Its title, Iran-USA B2B Cooperation In Iraq, 

caught the  

Importantly, he saw these arrangements as strength-

ening the STPs involve by providing them with an-

other value-added service and by expanding their 

global impact. 

caught the audience’s attention immediately. In his short 

pitch, One Mostafa proposed that the Science and Tech-

nology Parks of Iran begin work immediately on a 

framework for cooperation between Iranian and Ameri-

can oil and gas companies to facilitate their doing busi-

ness together in Iraq. 

 

 

The proposal was offered by Mostafa Eghbal 

at the IASP 32
nd

 World Conference in Beijing 

In addition to his other roles, Mostafa 

Eghbal is also President of IASP’s West 

Asia-North Africa Division  

Contact: Mostafa Eghbal  email  

 Iraq. Mostafa pointed out that Americans are now invest-

ing  

Report & contact for details:  Barbara Harley. email  
    Zhongguancun Science and Technology Park – Impact on the Economy 

  The Zhongguancun Science and Technology Park in 

Beijing, China just has been hosting the 32nd IASP 

World conference. This science park is the first in China 

and since the first concepts for this initiative were devel-

oped in 1988 has developed to a leader of this industry. 

Today it boasts 40 colleges and universities, more than 

200 

base for overseas talents" with more than 5,000 

enterprises with 15,000 overseas returnees. The 

science park’s venture capital investments account 

for a third of the country's total. Currently, Z-Park is 

home to 10 parks, namely, Haidian, Fengtai, 

Changping, Yizhuang, Desheng, Yonghe, Shi-

jingshan 

 

jingshan Tongzhou Park and Daxing Biomedicine 

Industrial Base. In September 2014, the Z-Park Inno-

vation Services program was launched to provide 

services to business groups selling or looking for 

technologies. The transaction program features web-

sites for services, technology and IP transfer. During 

the first six months of operation this initiative has 

resolved 48 enquiries from companies and had al-

ready 200 national (municipal) scientific institutions s, 67 

state-level laboratories, 27 national engineering research 

centers, 28 national engineering and technological re-

search centers, 24 university S&T parks, 29 overseas 

student pioneer parks, and has gathered nearly 20,000 

high-tech enterprises, for example, Lenovo and Baidu. 

The science park has formed a high-tech industrial clus-

ter featuring electronic information, biomedicine, ener-

gy and environmental protection, new materials, and 

aerospace. Z-Park is an "innovation and entrepreneurial 

 

ready 378 registered members and 146 organiza-

tions on the platform, including academic institu-

tions, industry associations, technology parks and 

service institutions.  

For making international cooperation easier 

Zhongguancun Science and Technology Park has 

representative offices in  Australia, Canada, Fin-

land, Germany, Japan, Unitec Kingdom, and USA 

Contact: Zhongguancun  Team email 

SDO Profile: Z-Park  

     Startup Support in Iceland 

  There is not touch information about startups in Iceland 

in the media. But the Innovation Center Iceland is 

operating 

places where entrepreneurs find the facilities needed 

needed; a creative environment and professional 

advice operating four Incubator Centers for entrepreneurs: 

Kveikjan in Hafnarfirði and in Reykjavík Keldnaholt,  

Kim, 

 
advice to work on their innovative 

products and services as well as 

access Kim Medical Park operated in cooperation with the 

University of Iceland, Kvosin and Hús Sjavarklasans 

that is part of the “Iceland Ocean Cluster”. These are the 

access to a network of contacts with important busi-

ness partners and other startup entrepreneurs. 

Contact: Kristjan Leosson Innovation Center Iceland 
 

http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3103
mailto:Mkeghlbal@gmail.com
mailto:Harleyconsulting@gmail.com
fwtx.zhsp.gov.cn
fwtx.zhsp.gov.cn
http://en.zhongguancun.gov.cn/offices.html
mailto:global@zgc.gov.cn
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3103
mailto:kristjan.leosson@nmi.is
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2817
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    SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the 

different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 

a specific place: This time we have a look at Hamburg 

The second largest city of Germany traditionally has strong 

trading activities. The large harbor since centuries is a 

“gate 

 catch up. The Fed-

eral German Startup 

Association estimates 

that 450 digital 

startups  in Hamburg  

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

HAMBURG 

“gate to the World” – and for the World. However, regard-

ing new business in the digital economy Hamburg needs to  

- in Berlin about 2500 such companies are active. Hamburg is 

took action to strengthen development of the digital economy. 
  New Financing Tool for Startups in Hamburg 

 

 

  The Senate of Hamburg (State Government) took initia-

tive to better finance „digital start-ups" in the city. The 

tools are to add to the “Hamburg Investment and Devel-

opment 
 

for small innovative 

firms to fund their 

growth with venture 

opment Bank (IFB Hamburg) that started two years ago. 

In cooperation with the Bürgschaftsgemeinschaft Ham-

burg (Guarantee Society), IFB provides investment and 

working capital loans for start-ups.  IFB Hamburg runs 

two special programs aimed at fueling finance into 

startups and growth companies: IFB InnoRampUp is 

a funding opportunity providing grants up to €150,000. 

Even 100 percent of a project can be financed with this 

tool. IFB Innovationsstarter is an additional option 

capital (up to one million euros). The fund has 

twelve million euros, but as soon as this money is 

invested another tranche can be made available. 

During the first six months of 2015 the fund has 

invested € 2.2 million for innovative start-ups bring-

ing the number of companies supported by IFB 

Hamburg during recent two years to 50. 

Contact: Heiko Milde, email  

SDO Profile: IFB Innovation Starter   

   
Building the Hamburg Startup Ecosystem 

 

 

  Entrepreneurship ecosystems 

need ideas, and entrepreneurs – 

and a full set of support, ad-

vice, and finance institutions as  

team of engaged people  around the founders Sanja 

Stankovic and Sina Gritzuhn – all committed to 

effective networking and marketing. This is not only 

own events like the “Startups @  Reeper- 

 well as the “glue” making all this work together. An 

important function in such a system is information. 

Hamburg, a city of media and commerce has, for exam-

ple “Hamburg Startups”, an online magazine provid-

ing information about the development of startups, 

growth businesses and the “scene” of incubators, accel-

erators, co-working spaces and the events making peo-

ple meet and find partners  “Hamburg Startups” are a  

bahn pitch” or the Hamburg burg Startups Mixer. 

The magazine also provides information about 

meetups and conferences, reports, and the Hamburg 

Startup Monitor, available since November 2014, 

and providing a database of startup companies in 

Hamburg at this time about 460 startups are listed. 

Contact: Sina Gritzuhn  and Sanja Stankovic  

SDO Profile Hamburg Startups 

    Acceleration and Co-Working combined 

 

 

 

  betahaus Hamburg has celebrated its 5
th
 anniversary 

end of August and is developing to become the focal 

six months in betahaus and receive training, mentor-

ing, and access to advice in business, technology, or 

point for the city’s digital and creative scene. It is not 

only a co-working space for freelancers and startups, a 

place of learning, sharing, and collaboration; it also is 

law. The three startups are 

AdTriba (marketing appli-

cation to optimize online 

cam 
 

providing the services for the first batch of the Next 

Media Accelerator that started not long ago. This ac-

celerator was initiated by dpa and other investors from 

the publication / media sector. Recently, two big players 

joined; the publishing houses Gruner+Jahr and ZEIT. 

Since September 2015 the selected startups work for 

campaigns), Berlin based Spectrm, (content from 

any authors via WhatsApp), and Stuttgart based  

Spotgun, (interactive second-screen app to bring fun 

into the commercial breaks on TV). 

Contact: Lars Brücher email Dirk Herzbach email 

SDO Profiles:  betahaus Hamburg ; Next Media  

   Music WorX Accelerator in Hamburg and National Competition  

 

 

 

  

 

Hamburg has a new member of the 

accelerator family: The MusicWorX 

Accelerator, a project of the Hamburg 

weekly training and coaching program. To begin 

with, the participants were coached at Startups @ 

Reeperbahn. More is scheduled, for example, with 

Cultural Office in cooperation with the Hamburg Crea-

tive Society was launched September 15, 2015. For the 

first time this year the accelerator selected two teams of 

founders who now can develop their innovative business 

ideas further for three months: "Mehr Lameta Lametta” 

und “SofaConcerts“ . The two teams now can work in 

betahaus Hamburg and receive € 5,000 to buy services 

as well as a grant of € 3,000 for the cost of living and a 

 

Warner Music Europe, fine tunes and YouTube. 

December 4, 2015, at the MUSIC WORKS Day in 

Hamburg on the two music startups will compete 

with three more teams selected through the nation-

wide Music Works competition that is held annual-

ly since 2011 and still is open for applications with 

the deadline of October 27, 2014. 

Contact: Patrick Solar   SDO Profile: Music WorX 
  

mailto:milde@innovationsstarter.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3038
http://www.hamburg-startups.net/
http://monitor.hamburg-startups.net/startups/
http://monitor.hamburg-startups.net/startups/
mailto:sina.gritzuhn@hamburg-startups.net
mailto:sanja.stankovic@hamburg-startups.net
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3060
mailto:hamburg@betahaus.de
mailto:info@nma.vc
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3063
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3039
mailto:Patrick.Solar@kreativgesellschaft.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3093
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 SPICE Update No 102 for the first time we reported on the 

different aspects of the entrepreneurship support system of 

a specific place: Berlin. 

In this issue of our newsletter we take another look at this 

city – and still cannot show the „full” picture. There are 

too many 

 very different character and 

have a variety of aims. The 

public and the private sector , 

both are active – a dynamic 
scene. 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

BERLIN 

Many new initiatives aimed at supporting entrepreneurship 

and growth of startup companies. These initiatives are of 

very 

We invite our readers to comment and advice on information 

gaps we could fill in following newsletters. 
      XX In Germany the best City for a starting a Business in Berlin 

  Almost three quarters of the start-up 

entrepreneurs surveyed named Berlin 

when asked for the best city to start a 

business in Germany. Hamburg (14 %) 

and Munich (9%) followed on rank 2 

and 3. These are results of a survey 

commissioned  

oriented power politics.  

The survey showed that other cities such as Frankfurt, 

Cologne and Leipzig are far behind and mentioned 

only occasionally. No surprise that founders give high 

rates to the city they are working in. But, there are 

interesting differences. 94 % of the founders working 

commissioned by the Bitkom among more than 200 

start-up founders. 

Bitkom is the “Digital Association of Germany“ repre-

senting more than 2,300 companies in the digital econ-

omy, among them 1,000 SMEs, 300 start-ups and 

almost all global players. 

Bitkom engages primarily for an innovative economic 

policy, modernizing the education system and a future-  

in Berlin are convinced that this is the best places for 

staring an enterprise.  Two thirds of the founders in 

Hamburg see their city as the best place. But only 40 % 

of the founders in Munich consider the Bavarian Capi-

tal the best choice in Germany. 

Contact: Niklas Veltkamp, email  

SDO Profile: Bitkom   

More details (in German): Bitkom press releases 

 XX Bringing together Tourism and Digital Economy 

 Berlin is has both, a strongly digital startup economy 

and tourism. The first Berlin Startup Award for Digital 

Tourism Solutions “Start Tourism UP!” will link 

tourism industries includes Verena Pausder 

(Fox&Sheep) Verena Pausder,  Johannes Reck 

Getyourguide ), Agnes von Matuschka, (Centre for 

Entrepreneurship these two components. The Berlin Senate Department 

for Economics, Technology and Research will award 

innovative digital applications in the tourism sector.  

Startups with an annual turnover of up to €1 million as  

Entrepreneurship, TU Berlin,  

and Jörg Reinboldt (Plug-

and-Play Play) as well as 

from the tourism sector Stef-

an well as creative minds. 

with innovative ideas on their way to startup are invit-

ed to participate in the competition that is looking for.  

 outstandingly innovative and creative digital 

B2C or B2B application, 

 that creates sustainable added value for the 

booming Berlin tourism, 

 while focusing on visitors from international 

growth markets 

The high-profile jury of experts from the digital and 

an Athmann, (DEHOGA Berlin / Regent Hotel Berlin) 

and Anja Seugling (visitBerlin). 

The winners will be awarded with prize money total-

ing € 100,000 and an additional tailor-made support 

package of the Springer Plug and Play Accelerator. 

Applications will be possible form end of September 

30 until November 15, 2015.  

For more details see website  

Contact: StartTourism, email  

SDO Profile Axel Springer Accelerator  

  XX Five Korean Startup Teams pitch at “Valley in Berlin” 
 After an application and selection process in Korea 

with about 140 applicants five teams have been select-

ed to start their international acceleration process with 

At the Demo Day also 6 other startups from bethaus 

Berlin pitched so that the international investors had 

to choose from 11 opportunities. This international 

accele 

 
a one-month pre-incubation program in Seoul. This 

was followed by three months’ work in Berlin to refine 

and adapt their business concept. The right environ-

ment for this was provided by working in the co-

working space of 

acceleration program is organized by 

“Accelerate Korea”, a custom de-

signed program developed for 

KISED, the Korean government to 

program 
 

working space betahaus Berlin. Now the three months 

came to an end with pitching at a Demo Day at the 

international conference “Valley in Berlin” that was 

held September 24, 2015 and was hosted by “You Is 

Now”, the accelerator of “Immobilien Scout 24” to-

gether with Accelerate Korea, Founder Institute, and 

betahaus Berlin.  

develop and support Startups and Entrepreneurship, 

together with SMBA, Small and Medium Business 

Administration of Korea. The program is run by expe-

rienced Transnational Entrepreneurs and carefully 

selected mentors and advisors  

Contact: Kira-Swantje Mitzlaff email  

SDO Profiles YOU IS  NOW,  betahaus Berlin, Kised 

   

mailto:n.veltkamp@bitkom.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=191
https://www.bitkom.org/Presse/Presseinformation/Berlin-ist-die-beste-Stadt-f%C3%BCr-eine-Start-up-Gr%C3%BCndung.html
http://www.gruenderszene.de/datenbank/koepfe/verena-pausder-delius
https://www.entrepreneurship.tu-berlin.de/menue/willkommen/parameter/en/
https://www.entrepreneurship.tu-berlin.de/menue/willkommen/parameter/en/
http://www.dehoga-berlin.de/
http://www.regenthotels.com/EN/Berlin
http://www.visitberlin.de/en
http://www.start-tourism-up.de/
mailto:StartTourismUp@senwtf.berlin.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2801
http://acceleratekorea.com/
http://www.valleyinberlin.com/
mailto:kira-swantje.mitzlaff@immobilienscout24.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2962
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2544
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2620
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Incubator Quality New on SPICA World Map  

SPICA Directory has introduced a minimum “quality stand-

ard” for being listed on SPICA World Map”. This standard 

does not evaluate the quality of an incubator / technopark 

 
 

Canada: Innovations Place stands 

for a technopark organization with 

with facilities in Saskatoon, Regina 

and Prince Albert operations, but the quality of information provided.  

 Organizations with actual and complete data within 

and Prince Albert (170 companies / 4700 employees) 

SDO Profile www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=506 :  

recent two years are shown on SPICA World Map 

 Profiles inserted or updated more than 24 months ago 

are not accessible for directory users 

SPICA World Map only shows locations of “Centers” (in- 

Germany: Technology and Startup 

Center Oldenburg bgan oeprations in 

2003 and at this time has 80 client firms  

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2038  

cubators, technoparks, associations, consulting, support  

and  

Ghana: Stanford Seed in Accra 

is an initiave aimed to bring the 

needed 
and finance organizations) that have provided a complete 

and actual profile needed knowledeg and edusction ot startups and businesses. 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3089  

 

 

SPICA World Map  
www.spica-directory.net/map 

Netherlands: SPARK is a support 

orgnaization focussing on post-crisis 

countries and supporting. initiatives for 

devel 
 

development of economy and social society 

SPICA World Map now is the main entry point for users SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3079  

of the directory. From that map access to the individual 

incubator technopark/ / association profiles in SPICA Di-

rectory is possible. There also are other ways of finding a  

Hungary: PRIMUS Capital is a 

ventrue capital fund providing also 

finace for early stage startusp 

specific profile. For example, by using the “search” func-

tion 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3046  

tion in the main menu. 

 

Your Organization is not yet in SPICA Directory?  

Bahain; Supreme Cuncel for 

Women was set up to promote 

the role of women in society  

Adding your profile to SPICA World Map is simple: SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3076  

On the homepage of SPICA Directory select tab “Insert 

new profile” and follow instructions to add a new profile  

If your organization is listed in the Directory but you did 

not yet receive a user name / password, contact SPICA 

Directory at update@spica-directory.net    

Note: to access SPICE Directory profiles you need to be 

registered as user.  

Profiles that have been updated recently are available at 

www.spica-directory.net/recent.php  
 

Advice – Support – Finance in SPICA Directory  

 

 

USA: Rutgers Food Innovation Center 

is active since 2001 an at this time is 

serving 53 compnaies on-site 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2440  

United Kingdom: The NETPark 

Incubator is a technology incubator 

working since 2004 (now 14 clients) 

firms) 

 

 

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2045  

 

Belarus: The S & T Park of Polytechic 

BNTU  wors since 1992 and at this tiem ahs 

11 cleint firms with 77 employees The ASF Section (Advice – Support – Finance) provides 

access to  information about organizations and companies SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2334  

active in an entrepreneurship  ecosystem to provide im-

portant functions for innovation, entrepreneurship and com-

pany growth.  

The ASF Section is complementing the information availa-

ble in the “incubation Programs section that includes pro-

files of incubators, accelerators, and co-working spaces. 

Public and private organizations can publish their profile 

in this SPICA section – at this time it is free of charge. 

Estonia: The Esonia 

Develooment Fund is a 

government 
 

government organization to promote economic change. 

SDO Profile:  www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2794  

 

Australia: BioSA is the frist 

Australian biotechnlogy incubator 

working since 2008 

SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2432  

To add a new profile of your organization to the ASF 

section in SPICA Directory use the link 

We invite you to try and test the new section and help us to 

improve  this section of SPICA Directory 

Malaysia: The Malaysian 

Technology Developmet Corporat-

ion  is operating five incubators 

throughout 
 

throughout the country.  

SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1714  
 
 
 
 

   

http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=506
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2038
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3089
http://www.spica-directory.net/map
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3079
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3046
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3076
http://www.spica-directory.net/
mailto:update@spica-directory.net
http://www.spica-directory.net/recent.php
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2440
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2045
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2334
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2432
http://www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/new.php
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1714
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       SPICE Update No 102 we began reporting under the head-

line “Entrepreneurial Hotspots” on different aspects of the 

entrepreneurship ecosystem of selected places.  

This time we look at Accra, Ghana. 

Ghana with its 26 million inhabitants is considered a polit-

ically for looking 

 

 ically stable country with 

good perspectives for econom-

ic development. Reason 

enough for looking at the 

startup activities of the Capital 

City, Accra 

 

 

Entrepreneurial Hotspots 
 

ACCRA 

      Looking for the right Concept? 

 Oxford University (The Connectivity, Inclusion, and 

Inequality Group of the Oxford Internet Institute) has 

published a report by Nicolas Frederici taking a 

deeper 

of the hubs is described having the “aim to improve 

conditions for entrepreneurs and startup communities.” 

As another difference between the “incubator” and the 

za deeper look in the startup ecosystem of Accra, Ghana. 

The report takes a deeper look into three examples of 

startup support initiatives,   

- the Meltwater/MEST Incubator that is de-

scribed 

 

 

“hub” con-

cept is seen 

in what is 

named  

“fluid” scribbed as a “strong intervention incubator” and  

- Hub Accra and iSpace as hubs characterized by 

“breadth and openness, community and network-

ing, and fluidity”. 

This reminds on the discussion about concepts for 

business incubators within the “incubation communi-

ty” including stakeholders and donors some ten years 

ago that resulted in the conclusion that there is no 

“right” or “wrong”; it all depends on the environment 

such an initiative is working in as well as the poten-

tials of the ecosystem and the goals of the incubation 

program.  Meanwhile the spectrum of such initiatives 

has widened, for example, by the boom of co-

working spaces and accelerators, both focusing on 

aspects that are part of a business incubator concept. 

Back to Ghana: The “strong intervention incubator” 

is described as working based on a “rigorous selec-

tion process (that) goes hand in hand with a stringent 

support process” focused “directly on the individual 

startups that have entered the program.” The concept  

 “fluid” organizations meaning that they constantly 

adapt to the changing needs of a rapidly developing 

technological, social, and business environment: “…a 

degree of organizational stability is still needed but 

organizations also have to constantly reconfigure and 

adapt their boundaries and organizational structures.”  

Looking back into the decades of experience with 

“business incubators” only those became long-term 

successful that followed this principle and constantly 

reconfigured and adapted their boundaries and organi-

zational structures. However, it is worth having a look 

at the report “Incubators vs. Hubs at the Example of 

Accra”. It describes part of the diversification and 

specialization of the various entrepreneurship and 

business support needed for building and developing a 

functioning “Entrepreneurship Ecosystem”. Read the 

full  report on the Oxford Internet Institute  website  

For more information about the mentioned organiza-

tions, see SDO Profiles Meltwater MEST Incubator, 

HUB Accra, and iSpace 

   MEST Incubator Class finds great interest – now also in Nigeria and Kenya 
 The MEST Incubator in Accra was founded to pro-

vide seed funding, guidance and support for graduates 

have been identified by evaluating more than1,500 

online applications and more than 150 interviews.  The 

of our the Meltwater 

Entrepreneurial School of  

next class will be the first to participate in the recently 

announced shift of the core training program; to a one- 

Technology (MEST) training program who have 

ambitions of founding their own companies in Ghana. 

MEST reported positive developments during the 

second quarter of 2015. The program graduated its 7
th

 

class of Entrepreneurs-in-Training and in parallel a 

new batch of start-up companies moved into the in-

cubator. Recruitment for the next class is successful 

too, now including aspiring entrepreneurs from Gha-

na,  Nigeria and Kenya. The selected participants 

have 

year intensive experience (so far the program lasted 

two years). 

In November this year MEST will be hosting  the 

Africa Technology Summit 2015 (see next page), a 

two day event designed to bring together leading tech-

nology executives, start-up founders and investors 

from across the continent.   

Contact: Katie Sarro or  Neal Hansch   

SDO Profile: MEST INcubator  

     Hub Accra is rebranding to become an Impact Hub 
   Hub Accra is working successfully since more than  Program (see page XX) that began in 2014 to call for 

proposals to two years to develop the ecosystem for 

entrepreneurs in Accra. Now, Hub 

Accra has entered the Impact Hub 

Network – a group of hubs around  the 

across the  

 

  

proposals to build Impact Hubs in Afri-

ca. The team of Hub Accra was one of 

the six winners and now is preparing to 

enter the Impact Hub network. 

world. Basis for this rebranding was the Africa Seed Contact: Jean Paul Parmigiani, email; Hub Accra 

  

http://cii.oii.ox.ac.uk/incubators-vs-hubs-at-the-example-of-accra/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2403
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2870
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2852
http://www.spice-group.de/events/#j637
mailto:katie@meltwater.org
mailto:neal.hansch@meltwater.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2403
mailto:akwaaba@hubaccra.com
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    Business Incubation in Africa 
This page provides information about incubation ac-

tivities and programs from the AFRICA region.  AIN is 

the regional network of business incu- 
 

incubators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more infor-

mation, please visit the website http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html or contact  
    Ghana African Technology Summit 2015 
  Africa’s population becomes increasingly educated, 

urban, affluent and digital. The continent has moved 

straight into latest technologies like mobile, eCom-

merce, and FinTech. As a result the global players in 

Tech, FinTech, eCommerce, Startups & Accelerators 

as well as Connectivity & Access. A series of themes 

panels and keynotes will introduce to the topics.  

The Africa Technology Summit is organized by 

MEST, 
 

technology, investment and business are showing 

increasing interest and presence in Africa. 

The African Technology Summit (ATS) has been 

announced with high ambitions; it aims to become  
 

Meltwater Entrepreneurial 

School of Technology, based 

in Accra, Ghana, and Stuff 

magazine, based in Johan-

nesburg the annual technology event on the continent. ATS 

2015 will bring together a who-is-who of all parts of 

the African technology ecosystem to explain their 

Africa strategies.  All these major players including 

telcos, banks, and multinational tech giants will 

attend for discussion, deal making and collaboration 

Speakers include some of the biggest names from 

the technology and mobile sector as well as African 

entrepreneurs and startups. 

Topics of ATS 2015 include: Investing in African  

nesburg, South Africa. 

The two-days ATS 2015 to be held November 3+4, 

2015 in Accra, Ghana, will provide a unique oppor-

tunity for key-decision makers to connect, learn from 

each other, share best practices and develop relation-

ships that will bring value to their organizations for 

years to come. 

For information and registration see website  

Contact: MEST, Katie Sarro, email  

SDO Profile:  MEST Incubator 

     Rwanda Fresh Bakery Products for Kigali 
  Implemented since August 2014, SPARK’s IGNITE 

Fund is a relatively new program. The fund so far 

has invested through quasi equity structures in two 

entrepreneurs with promising businesses.   The 

IGNITE 

income local communities, including schools and 

hospitals. Soon the bakery could not expand without 

working capital and capital expenditure investments.  

Winning a SPARK business plan competition. in 2013 

IGNITE Fund is de- 

signed to bridge the 

financing gap for 

promising entrepre-

neurs from SPARK 

programs who need 

less 
 

that was organized together 

with Rwanda Tourism Univer-

sity College (RTUC) SPARK 

joined Speciose’s bakery to 

evaluate evaluate her market-

ing and investment plan and 

less than € 0.5 million funding to grow their busi-

nesses but lack the collateral required by local banks 

to retrieve a loan 

One of the first entrepreneurs the IGNITE Fund has 

invested in is Speciose Byukusenge, owner of a 

small-scale bakery Le Grenier in Kigali. After the 

bakery was working Speciose offered her products 

in a restaurant nearby the Anglican Church. Her 

rpoducts became a big hit and demand for her prod-

ucts increased. With demand rising the baking activ-

ities overwhelmed the restaurant; Speciose decided 

to focus on her baking and opened up Le Grenier, a 

bakery specializing in production and sales of bak-

ery products. Its main clientele is middle to low 

income 

 

concluded that her business was worth investing in. 

The IGNITE Fund took a 40% share in the company 

and invested €70,000 to spend on machinery and the 

launch of several sales outlets.  

During the next 3 years, IGNITE Fund will continue 

to support and boost the company to a higher level, 

focusing on business processes, expansion and fi-

nance, meanwhile sharing revenues. Currently the 

bakery supplies incoming clients and schools from its 

headquarters, but at the end of 3 years, Le Grenier and 

the Ignite Fund plan to have a minimum of 6 sales 

points.  

This report is a shortened version form the SPARK 
blog. More details from SPARK IGNITE blog  

 

Contact: media@spark-online.org  

SDO Profile: SPARK /SPARK Kigali 

   South Africa First “Coworking Africa” held with great Success 
  The Coworking Africa was the first conference on 

this topic held on the African continent in July 2015 

75 attendees, two thirds from South Africa,  the 

others from 15 countries on 4 continents attended 

and discussed strategic as well as practical matters 

of operating 

 

of operating co-working spaces successfully.  

The consulting firm “Global Enterprise” and the co-

working space  “Cape Town Office” have partnered 

up to create this conference with the aim to help ini-

tiators of co-working spaces  … continued on next page… 

  

http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html
http://afritech.com/
http://afritech.com/
mailto:ats@meltwater.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2403
http://www.spark-online.org/spark-ignite-ignite-fund-kickstarts-le-grenier-bakery-success/
mailto:media@spark-online.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3079
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=3080
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.. continued from previous page … to learn from each other 

and to understand better  what the impact this 

movement can have on entrepreneurship, innovation 

and on economic development at large.  

“Workshop 17”, 

reports on its blog 

that attendees eval-

uated the event 

positively At this time, according research by Global Enter-

prise about 250 co-working spaces are operating in 

African– and rapid growth in numbers is expected.   

 

 

positively and “the conversation will keep going. “  

Contact: Jean-Yves Huwart; Conference website; 

Workshop 17 blog; SDO Profile Workshop 17 

       South Africa Accelerator for health and fintech startups took off in Bandwidth Barn 
  Barclays Africa in July this year launched its Tech 

lab Africa accelerator program for startups in the 

fintech and health. The program, which takes 8 – 10 

 

with the accelerator program is “looking for big, fresh 

ideas that promise to shake things up – be this in the 

financial services industry or the health sector”, as 

startups in the first round is a 13-

week venture program supported 

by Barclays Africa. The program 

objectives are to output a portfolio 

of ventures that Barclays Africa 

can 
 

Ashley Veasey, Chief Information Officer for Bar-

clays Africa described the aims. 

The accelerator is located in The Barn, one of the 

most experienced and successful incubators in Africa. 

This cooperation secures the best possible access of 

can potentially partner with. Barclays is seeking to 

become customer of the startups, to make a capital 

investment or to acquire selected startups. Part of 

the program is also the possibility to help with next 

round expansion funding and access to the bank’s 

wealth clients for Angel Investment opportunities. 
As other financial institutions also Barclays Africa 

the selected startups to the needed advice, support, 

and infrastructure. Mentoring is provided by the Bar-

clays Executive Member team. 

Applications for the 2016 acceleration program are 

possible online through the website. 

Contact: Chris Vermeulen email  

SDO Profiles Bandwidth Barn Tech lab Africa  
   South Africa Finance Institution supports Entrepreneurs not only with Money 
  Absa Bank is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the 

Barclays Africa Group and offers banking, as well 

as management products and services primarily 

ketplace is made available through the bank’s Pro-

curement Portal that connects SME suppliers with 

Blue Chip companies and government bodies.  

 in South Africa and Namibia.  

In November 2013 the bank opened the Absa Cen-

ter of Entrepreneurship in Newtown, Johannesburg 

End of September 2015 

the the ABSA Centre of 

Entrepreneurship hosted 

an 
 

to boost local small businesses. Only one year after 

opening the center already had helped more than 

1,500 entrepreneurs to develop their businesses by 

providing free business support services, including 

consultations, business facilities and infrastructural 

support. The facilities together with the free adviso-

ry and networking services provided have helped to 

cut the costs traditionally associated with starting 

and running a business. Additionally a virtual mar-

ketplace 

introductory entrepreneurship workshop organized by 

the Association for Transformation in Film and Tele-

vision (ATFT) and aimed at television and film pro-

duction companies. AFTI is running an accelerator 

program supported by the Department of Trade and 

Industry. This accelerator is cohort-based and includes 

mentorship in film and developmental components  

Contact: ABSA Team email  

SDO Profile: ABSA Center for Entrepreneurship 

     South Africa Telkom South Africa supports Programs for Innovation & Entrepreneurship 

  The Barn in Cape Town (known globally as Band-

width Barn) is one of South Africa’s top tech incu-

bators. 

based information to generate business ideas  

 The accelerator InnoTech for entrepreneurs fo-

cusing 

 
bators. Recently 

The Barn has an-

nounced a multi- 
 

sing on software, mobile apps and games. 

Acceleration Support Program for assisting high- 

impact black-owned SMMEs  

million rand partnership that will run for three years 

with Telkom, one of the country’s largest telecom-

munication companies. The Barn is part of CiTi, the 

Cape Innovation and Technology (CiTi) group, and 

is cooperating with Telkom since about seven years. 

The new program was set up to boost the develop-

ment of new, innovative tech-driven products and 

services that are of interest for the Telkom custom-

ers and can be the basis for new, growing SMEs. 

The three components of this program are: 

 The MediaTech Initiative to deliver market 

based 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the cooperation with The Barn Telkom 

committed R100-million (Euro 6,6 million) to its 

FutureMakers program that aims at  promoting the 

ICT sector in  South Africa. Another project support-

ed by Telkom with R 5 million is the conversion of a 

Johannesburg nightclub to become a co-working 

space as first step towards developing a new Tech 

Hub for South Africa. This project is known as 

Tshimologong, meaning "a place of new beginnings” 

in Sesotho language. 

Contact  Chris Vermeulen; SDO Profile The Barn 

    

http://workshop17.co.za/category/articles/
mailto:jy@coworkingafrica.com
http://coworkingafrica.com/
http://workshop17.co.za/category/articles/
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3085
mailto:chris@bwb.org.za
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2238
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3086
http://www.barclaysafrica.com/barclaysafrica
mailto:absa@absa.co.za
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3091
http://www.telkom.co.za/about_us/procurement/futuremakers/index.html
mailto:chris@bwb.org.za
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2238
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  Business Incubation in ASIA  
This section provides information about incubation activities from the ASIA 

region. APIN, the Asia Pacific Incubation Network is the regional networks of 

business incubators and technology parks set up with support from infoDev. See 

www.incubationasia.com/index.php; contact Suresh Kumar, psgstep@vsnl.com  

  South Korea Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Creative Economies 
  The AABI-APJIE International Conference 2015 

will be held October 28 -30, 2015 in Daegu, Korea 

under the title “Innovation and Entrepreneurship in 

Creative Economies”. Conference topics will cover, 

for example, Technology and Process Innovation in 

Creative Creative Economy, Infrastructure and En-

vironment 

 

 

Economy Strategy and System De-

velopment in Creative Economy, 

and Business Ethics in Creative 

Economy. The conference papers are 

selected through a blind review 

process and will be will be published 

vironment of Incubation and Creative Economy, 

Incubation Management Innovation in Creative 

Economy,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in the APJIE Volume 9, No.2 and Volume 9, No.3. 

Contact: AABI email or APLIE email  

SDO Profile: AABI   

 
 Indonesia Indigo Incubator & Accelerator taking off in Indonesia 

  Like in other countries around the planet also Indo-

nesian Telkom Group, the largest telecommunica-

tions company in the country is investing in acceler-

ation of innovative startups. In collaboration with 

sentative Offices in 10 countries for accessing foreign 

markets. Also mentoring and finance is provided for 

the client startups amounting to Rp. 250 million 

(€15,000) per startup with possible continued funding 

of 

 

MIKTI (Indo-

nesian Society 

of Creative In-

dustries) has 

organiszed 

lkom 

up to Rp. 2 billion (€123,000) during acceleration. The 

startups also have access to working facilities in Ban-

dung Digital Valley, Jogja Digital Valley, Jakarta 

Digital Valley, including high-speed internet access 

and organized the Indigo Incubator program with the 

aim to support the development of creative start-ups 

in the digital creative sector.. 

To develop the Digital Industry in Indonesia that is 

seen as a key industry for the future of the country  

more intensive collaboration is needed of the aca-

demic, business, government, and community sec-

tors. This is taken care of in the concept of the Indi-

go Incubator program (to help creating new 

startups) and “Indigo Accelerator” (to make digital 

startups expand). 

This year, Telkom and MIKTI reorganize the Indigo 

Incubator program under the tagline ‘Work Togeth-

er Grow Together’. The target product categories of 

the program are City and Government Solutions, 

Business Solutions, Home Solution, Commerce, 

Personal Apps, and Social Media & Community. 

Clients of the program get access to the Telkom 

Group’s customer base of 150 million customers 

and can take advantage of the Telkom Group Repre-

sentative 

and a variety of devices and servers as well as access 

to a variety of Telkom Group’s digital platforms.  

After the Indigo Incubator kick off, a roadshow and 

pre-incubation activities in several Indonesian cities 

helped identifying clients for the program, like Ban-

dung, Medan, Yogyakarta, Surabaya, Bali, Malang, 

Makassar and Balikpapan. For example, in August the 

roadshow in Jogja Digital Valley and Grapari Digilife 

(“Indonesia Next App 2.0”) resulted in. the selection 

of 10 applications for the next round. 4 of these 

startups qualified for the Indigo Incubator:  Kakatu, 

(application to control the use of gadgets and educate 

children), Modegi (smart lamps and switches), and 

Nuta Post (instant teller application for business own-

ers to record sales and print receipts). 

All startups selected during this year will have the 

chance for being selected for the Demo Day of the 

program, scheduled for December 2015 

Contact: Indigo Team email 

SDO Profile: Indigo Incubator  

 Afghanistan SHETAB supporting Startups and Social Entrepreneurship 
  With the aim to connect and match Afghan entre-

preneurs with positive role models SHETAB, a new 

accelerators / co-working space has started in Af-

ghanistan. Bringing the technical, management and 

of an anlytic consuting company run by 

the SHETAB founders Aimal Paiman and 

Azadeh Tajdar. They combine local expe-

rience, Aimal is Afghan, with internation-

als perspectives 
 

leadership experience and expertise, needed by 

Afghan entrepreneurs is a concrete task of the initia-

tive. 

SHETAB means ‘accelerator’ in Persian/Dari lan-

guage and is a physical co-working space for busi-

ness and social innovation in Afghanistan.  

The concept fo this initiative is based on experience  

al perspectives Azadeh has an Iranian / Dutch back-

ground.  Both have worked as consultants in different 

business and public sector areas and made experiences 

in all fields needed for supporting startup companies 

providing capacity building, strategic support, adviso-

ry, access to finance, and partnership support. 

Contact: Aimal Paiman email ,SDO Profile: Shetab 

   

http://www.incubationasia.com/index.php
mailto:psgstep@vsnl.com
mailto:stic@stn.sh.cn
mailto:apjie@apjie.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=105%20AABI
mailto:admin@indigoincubator.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3092
mailto:info@shetabafghanistan.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=3075


16 

 

 

 

 Business Incubation in MENA  

 

This page provides information about incubation activities from MENA (Middle East 
and North Africa).  MENA

inc
 is the regional infoDev supported network of business 

incubators and technology parks. More information: 
 hppt//:iisc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html or http://www.menainc.org contact Mr. Mo-
hammed Allam at  m3allam@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

   MENA Benchmarking University Incubators - UBI Awards in MENA 
  King Abdullah University of Science and Technol-

ogy (KAUST) and UBI Global are hosting the 

recognition event of top performing university busi-

ness incubators in MENA 2015 on October 14, 

2015 

the economic transformation and the local, regional 

and national development. UBI Global benchmarks 

business incubators and accelerators worldwide and 

helps them become more efficient and competitive.  

 2015 at King Abdullah University of Science and 

Technology in Thuwal, Saudi Arabia.  

All participants from the UBI Global Benchmark of  

The company also provides 

corporates and governments 

with global incubation 

2015 based in MENA are eligible to get recognized 

and highlighted as a top incubator. The event will 

highlight good practices, tools, analyses, success 

stories and presentations that will allow the incuba-

tion community to network, learn from each other 

and improve their performance in order to enhance  

knowledge. Based in Stockholm, Sweden, UBI Global 

has an international research team and a benchmark 

network of more than 400 university managed or 

associated business incubators and accelerators in 

over 70 countries. 

UBI Awards website; UBI Global: email and website 

    MENA Internet of Things - IoT competition for MENA 

  Intel Corporation for the first time is organizing  an 

Internet of Things - IoT competition for the Middle 

East and North Africa – MENA: ChallengeME! 

ideas, innovations and solutions in that area with great 

business potential.  

The challenge is open to all IoT enthusiasts who can 

 

provide a prototype about their innovation and have a 

scalable business model. The competition will 

shortlist top 15 outstanding projects, thru a jury of 

experts from Intel and the business community, who 

This competition is being organized in collaboration 

with educational institutions and non-profit entre-

preneurship organizations across the MENA region 

- one of them being Glow Innovations, a company 

of SPICE Group member Hasan Omar.  

ChallengeME! aims to recognize and support tal-

ented individuals who are building elements for the 

Internet of Things  and will identify pioneering new 

will be invited to travel to Beirut in November 2015 

and participate in extensive face to face training, and 

pitching to win over $15,000 in cash prizes and many 

other awards. And an opportunity to fly two teams to 

the UK to attend the Intel Innovation Summit. 

Deadline for applications is October 22, 2015 
For more information visit website 

SDO Profile Glow Innovations. Contact: Hasan Omar 

   Iran Strengthening the Entrepreneurship Ecosystem of Iran 
  Promoting entrepreneurial development in Iran, 

IAE, the Iran Entrepreneurship Association in re-

cent years was involved with organizing 39 Startup 

Weekends in 23 cities and has started weekly  

neurship Ecosystem  

From the governmental IAE’s activities are supported 

by the Vice-Presidency for Science and Technology, 

Iran Center of E-Commerce Development. Also  

startup meetups in 7 cities that are attended by hun-

dreds of would-be) entrepreneurs. The association 

also organized Iran Web and Mobile Festival an 

event that brought together more than 1,000 at-

tendees from the fields of IT entrepreneurship and 

Pardis Technology Park supports IEA 

activities. The private sector is in-

volved with IAE, for example by 

support from Avatech, an accelerator 

co-founded by Mohsen   
Venture Capital. At the Iran Web Festival 2014 

about 8,000 websites and mobile applications com-

peted 10 different online business fields. Further-

more IAE organized AngelLabs events with 20 

angels and helped starting 2 accelerators in Tehran 

that have incubated and invested in at more than 20 

early stage startups. 

IAE is a not-for-profit NGO working since several 

years as to address the gaps in the Iranian entrepre-

neurial ecosystem.  

Malayeri (Vice Executive President of IAE) in Tehran 

University. Other examples are Sarava, a Venture 

Capital firm investing in all phase of business devel-

opment since 2011 and located in Pardis Technology 

Park and ANetwork which is according their website 

“the largest CPC (cost per click) platform in Iran”  

Contact: Mohsen Malayeri  

SDO Profiles: IAE, Avatech,  Pardis Technopark; 

More information on website:   

       
 

mailto:disc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html
http://www.menainc.org/
mailto:m3allam@gmail.com
http://awards.ubi-global.com/
mailto:info@ubi-global.com
http://ubi-global.com/
https://goo.gl/fjWYrr
../../../AppData/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/update%20117/:%20http:/www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1970
mailto:Hasan.Omar2015@gmail.com
mailto:info@iranea.com
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=193
../../../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Avatech
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1803
http://thegedi.org/the-iranian-entrepreneurship-association-uses-gei-metrics-to-advance-entrepreneurship-in-iran/
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  Important upcoming Events                   http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 
  If the conference hosts are members of SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. As the full list 

of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We recommend 

visiting the “Events” section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put your own 

event on the list. Just click on  “Add new information“ and you will be guided through the simple process.  
 
 

    Oct 6 - 9, 2015 San Francisco, USA: SOCAP 15 

  The Social Capital Markets Conference SOCAP15, is 

held since 2008 and this year again will convene lead-

ing 

of networking and engaging 

content at the intersection of 

money and meaning. 
 

ing impact investors, world-class entrepreneurs, and 

innovative cross-sector practitioners for three full days  

money and meaning. 

Contact: Email; Conference website  

  Oct 9 - 10, 2015 Berlin, Germany: deGUT 2015 

The founders and startup exhibition and conference is 

organized annually by the Investment Bank Berlin 

(IBB) and the Investment Bank of Brandenburg (ILB). 

program in English. Winners of 

the annual KfW competition 

GründerChampion will be 

awarded 

 

 

The 30
th

 anniversary event in 2014 attracted more than 

6,000 participants. Reflecting the increasing interna-

tionalization of  start- ups the deGUT offers part of 

the  

 

awarded at the deGUT in the Tempelhof Airport. 

Contact:  Carmen Vallero  SDO Profile: KfW  

Website deGUT; Website Award: 

  Oct 9 - 10, 2015 Berlin, Germany: Entrepreneurship Summit 2015: We are the Captial 
  Impulse groups and workshops are a key feature of 

Entrepreneurships Summits in Berlin. Topics for the 

2015 edition are proof of concept, start your business 

using components - the components portal, crowdfnd-

ing marketing 

Entrepreneur in you" about 

1,500 participants will at-

tend, including business 

angels, mentors and serial  
ing, Social, Cultural and Ecological Entrepreneurship, 

and methods of creative potential development.  

Under the motto "We are the capital. Discover the 

Entre 

entrepreneurs. Well-known practitioners will contrib-

ute keynote presentations and participate in workshops. 

Website: Entrepreneurship Summit ; Contact email  

  Oct 28 - 30, 2015 Daejeon, South Korea: Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Creative Economies 

  The AABI-APJIE  International Conference 2015 will 

be held October 28 -30, 2015 in Daegu, Korea under 

the title “Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Creative 

Economies”. Conference topics will cover, for exam-

ple 

tion and Creative Economy, Incubation 

Management Innovation in Creative 

Economy, Strategy and System Devel-

opment in Creative Economy, and Busi-

ness 
 

ple, Technology and Process Innovation in Creative 

Economy, Infrastructure and Environment of Incuba-

tion 

ness Ethics in Creative Economy. 

Contact: APLIE email  SDO Profile: AABI   

   Nov 3- 4, 2015 Accra, Ghana: African Technology Summit 2015 

  The African Technology Summit (ATS 2015) aims 

to become the annual technology event on the conti-

nent. ATS 2015 will bring together a who-is-who of  

nectivity & Access. The Africa Tech-

nology Summit is organized by MEST  

based in Accra, Ghana, and Stuff  

Magazinemagazine, of the African technology ecosystem. Topics of ATS 

2015 include: Investing in African Tech, FinTech, 

eCommerce, Startups & Accelerators as well as  Con-

nectivity 

Magazine, based in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

For more information and registration see ATS website 

Contact: MEST, Katie Sarro, email ats@meltwater.org   

     Nov 4- 7, 2015 Berlin, Germany: GCBS 2015 – Global Social Business Summit 
  With its 7

th
 edition of the Global Social Business 

Summit this event returns to Germany -  Berlin will 

host GSBS 2015. 

ence under the 

headlines “Young 

Challengers Meet-

ing 
 

This year the summit wants to showcase the role of 

empathy and stimulate participants’ creativity through 

new platforms for problem-solving. The GSBS will 

offer extended programs (prior to the main confer-

ence) 
 

ting”, “Social Creativity Education”, and “Academia 

Conference”.   

Registration and tickets: website  

Contact: info@gsbs2015.com / Website: GSBS  

  Nov 11, 2015 Netherlands, Amsterdam: IGNITE! 2015 

  SPARK invites to attend the 3rd annual IGNITE! 

conference “Doing Business in Fragile States”.  

IGNITE! aims to inspire people to see entrepreneur-

ship 

form conflict states into prosperous, secure 

societies. Keynote speakers  from w wide 

range of backgrounds will set the tone ce 

with keynote speeches. 
 

ship as a powerful force with the potential to trans-

form 

The detailed program will be on the SPARK website 

    

http://www.spice-group.de/events/
http://www.spice-group.de/pumbaa/events/edit.php?id=0
mailto:info@socialcapitalmarkets.net
http://socap15.socialcapitalmarkets.net/
mailto:vallero@peperonihaus.de
http://www.spica-directory.net/asf/?id=2867
http://degut.de/die-deutschen-gruender-unternehmertage
http://degut.de/kfw-award-gruenderchampions-2015
https://www.entrepreneurship.de/summit/gesamtprogramm-2015/
mailto:stiftung@entrepreneurship.de
mailto:apjie@apjie.org
http://www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=105%20AABI
http://afritech.com/
mailto:ats@meltwater.org
http://www.gsbs2015.com/program/pricing.html
mailto:info@gsbs2015.com
http://www.gsbs2015.com/about-gsbs/gsbs-2015.html
../../../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.spark-online.org/get-involved/events/ignite-conference-2015/
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  Nov 14, 2015 Munich, Germany: EXISTENZ 

  "Become self-employed - remain independent” is the 

motto of  the startup fair “EXISTENZ 2015 “ in Mu-

nich that targets all people interested in entrepreneur-

ship. 

feature a large number of associations, institu-

tions and authorities will provide  information 

and are available for individual advice 
 

ship. This ”action and  information day” will again  Contact: Ursula Koch email  information on website   

  Nov 16 - 22, 2015 everywhere: Global Entrepreneurship Week 2015 

  The Global Entrepreneurship Week 2015 will be 

celebrated November 16 – 22, 2015. GEW brands 

itself as “the world’s largest celebration of the ideas, 

innovators 

GEW inspires organizations and 

people through local, national 

and global activities. All kinds  

innovators and job creators who launch startups that 

drive economic growth and expand human welfare”.  

 

and sizes of activities are welcome to participate. 

More information see website or check the GEW blog  

   Nov 17 - 19, 2015 Copenhagen, Demark: Creative Business Cup - Finals 

The Creative Business Cup (CBC) is a global network 

and marketplace initiated to strengthen the business 

skills of creative entrepreneurs. CBC is looking for 

“new 

perience Economy 

(CKO) and supported 

by a wide range of 

organizations 
 

 “new and revolutionary business ideas stemming 

from the creative industries”. 

CBC is organized by the Center for Cultural and Ex-

perience 

organizations. CBC was launched in 2010 as a national 

competition and became international in 2012.  

More information on CBC website Contact:  ECBC  

  Nov 25 - 31, 2015 China, Shanghai: 18
th

 International BI Workshop 

  The 18th International Workshop on BI will be held 

Oct 25 - 31, 2015, in National  Science and Technol-

ogy Park of Tongji University, Shanghai, China, with 

This workshop will deliver understand-

ing of China’s entrepreneurship envi-

ronment.  
the theme “Entrepreneurial Incubation Service Chain 

& Regional Industry Cluster”.  

More details or for registration, see on website  

Contact: Emily or Ms. Pan Jinwei   
  Dec 6 - 9, 2015 Brisbane, Australia: Changing the Innovation Landscape 

The Innovation Summit 2015 “Changing the innova-

tion landscape“, organized by ISPIM, and hosted by 

practice regarding  Innovation Culture, 

Enabling Innovation, Consumer Cen-

tric 
 

Queensland University of Technology is for innova-

tion researchers, industry executives, thought lead-

ers and policy makers. The Summit will provide 

“Innovation Insights”; stories about innovation in 

practice 

tric Innovation as well as Collaborative Innovation. 

The Call for Papers is open until September 18, 2015.  

Website: Innovation Summit 2015 

Contact:  Innovation Summit 2015 email 

 

 
       

2016 
 

 
 

Mar 13 - 16, 2016 in Boston, USA: ISPIM Innovation Forum 

  Two international associations of innovation man-

agement professionals have joined to organize the 

Innovation Professionals.  

Call for Submissions dead-

line: 
 

 “Innovation Forum” in Boston: ISPIM, the Interna-

tional Society for Professional Innovation Manage-

ment and IAOIP, the International Association of  

line: Nov. 6, 2015. Details are available on the confer-

ence website. 

Contact: Innovation Forum forum@ispim.org 
 

Mar 21 - 25, 2016 in Medellin, Colombia: Global Entrepreneurship Congress 2016 

  After having been hosted in Kansas City, Dubai, 

Shanghai, Liverpool, Moscow, and Milan the GEC in 

2016 will be held in South America. Medellin, Co-

lombia 
 

al community of innova-

tion and entrepreneurship 

will meet in meet the third 
lombia converted into one of the most innovative and 

entrepreneurial cities will be the place where the glob-

al 

week of March 2016.  

More information see website or check the GEW blog 

  Jun 23 - 24, 2016 in Bucharest, Romania:  
  ICEIRD 2016 will be the 9

th
 International Conference 

on Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Regional Devel-

opment. It will be held under the title “Responsible 

Public Administration (SNSPA) and The 

University of Sheffield, International 

Faculty, invite academics and practition-

ers to participate. 
 

Entrepreneurship. Vision, Development and Eth-

ics” in Bucharest, Romania, June 23 -24, 2016.  

The National University of Political Studies and Pub-

lic 

ers. For details regarding the Call for Papers, please see 

conference website. 

Contact: ICEIRD email Website: ICEIRD 2016  

         

mailto:ursula.koch@muenchen.ihk.de
https://www.muenchen.ihk.de/de/starthilfe/Unternehmensgruendung/Gruendertage-EXISTENZ-/EXISTENZ-Gruendermessen/existenz-november-muenchen
http://www.gew.co/about
http://www.gew.co/blog
http://www.creativebusinesscup.com/
mailto:cbc@cko.dk
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2982
http://www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2982
http://www.tj-ibi.com/ibi/index.html
mailto:xiech@tj-ibi.com
mailto:panjw@tj-ibi.com
http://summit.ispim.org/
mailto:summit@ispim.org
http://forum.ispim.org/
mailto:forum@ispim.org
http://www.gew.co/about
http://www.gew.co/blog
mailto:info@iceird2016.com
http://www.iceird2016.com/
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Make your Entrepreneurship Ecosystem visible and accessible 

Under the (work) title SPICee (Startups – Policy 

Makers – Innovation Centers: Entrepreneurship Eco-

system) we are working on developing tools that 

provide new possibilities to make entrepreneurship 

ecosystems visible and accessible and provide feed-

back to startup support organizations.  This not only 

helpful for the well-knows hotspots of startup devel-

opment, it also is aimed at helping the lesser knows 

places to get more recognition and to help would-be 

entrepreneurs everywhere to find what they need. 

 

A “gamma” version of the new system now is in a 

testing phase. The two sample maps below illustrate 

the difference. The city is Poznan, Poland – one of the 

places that show significant entrepreneurship devel-

opment.  

The SPICee system is not publicly accessible; a group 

of invited and experienced professionals work on 

testing the tools available and developing the beta 

version. The SPICee development is open for new 

partners to help with testing and developing. 

SPICA 
The map is 

showing 

business 

incubators, 

technoparks 

and associa-

tions 

  

SPICee 
Already in 

the testing 

phase the 

spectrum of 

business 

support 

offers has 

gown signif-

icantly 

 

Invitation 
We invite experienced managers of incubation and startup programs as well as (would-be)  entrepreneurs and 

startups to take part in testing and finalizing this new tool: If you are willing to invest some time for testing 

and commenting as well as adding information about your city or region you are invited to join. 

Interested ? Contact us by email  spicee@spica-directory.net 

 

Background 

SPICA Directory is available since almost 15 years. It was initiated by SPCE Group and supported by almost 

all business incubation associations globally. Based on the experience gained from working with and develop-

ing this global directory of business incubation centers, technology parks and their association, we now will 

bring the information closer to its users and provide more features for using this information.. 

The new system will be able to present all players in a local Entrepreneurship Ecosystem and make this  

information visible and easily accessible for would-be entrepreneurs, startups, and growth companies 

 
 

 

 

SPICE Update is the newsletter of SPICE Group. It is published 4 -6 times per year and regularly is delivered free of charge to members of 
the network as well as selected partners. Articles for publication are invited and will be published under the name of the author. Although 

we do our best for making sure that published information is correct we cannot accept responsibility for errors that may occur nor for 

website links provided. Editor: Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group, Niedstr. 40, 12159 Berlin, Germany, Email update@spice-group.net 
 

 

 

And finally... 

it is not easy to keep track with the development of co-working spaces, accelerators, and in-

cubators. Meanwhile it seems o be a “must” for every large company to start an accelerator. 

Now also airlines, railway companies, and retailers began acceleration programs in addition 

to all finance sector and telecom based accelerators already existing. Another trend is to 

build international chains of startup support initiatives. Future will tell if this is for the bene-

fit of the clients of sub “hubs” or the (dis-)advantage is more on the operators’ side. It can 

be questioned if every startup needs to be “global” to be successful and to reach the “im-

pact” expected by donors and policy makers.  

We are curious to hear about your view on this matter – and about new initiative’s to support 

entrepreneurship and startups 

                                        Heinz Fie dler & Larisa Brovarska  

mailto:spicee@spica-directory.net
mailto:update@spice-group.net

